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Nice to Meet ZISU

By Bingbing

Beginning a new chapter in my life and career on the 10th of
September 2015, I remember how anxious I felt when stepping
off the airplane and into a golden, glowing late—summer after—
noon in Hangzhou.

I would prescribe a healthy dose of independence and ad—
venture to every foreign student and teacher who comes to work
or study in Hangzhou. I was very lucky to have a close friend and
colleague who helped me purchase an electric bike on my third
day in Hangzhou. Little did I know how much joy and freedom
there is in just zooming through town on my little bike, explor—
ing streets and alleys, getting to see beautiful sights like the tea
mountains and sacred sites around West Lake or trying out
street food and becoming truly independent of taxis and traffic
conditions. Especially when teaching started, it was nice to
know that after work and on the weekend the city would be mine
to explore.

I was happy to be invited to participate in dinner receptions
and activities that helped me become part of ZISU's diverse and
welcoming international community. This generosity and out—
reach to new teachers is a unique feature that sets our university
apart and makes sure foreign staff can meet their new colleagues
and get to appreciate their new academic home.

As a teacher I was very positively surprised by the dedica—
tion and curiosity that I witnessed in my students. I wondered in
the beginning, whether I would be up to the challenge of teaching
in China without speaking Chinese and quite frankly I was wor—
ried that I might not be able to connect with my new students over
such a vast cultural gap - would they understand and appreciate
what I was trying to convey to them? Would I be able to meet their
needs? Luckily, I found out very soon that these worries were un—
founded. My new students are not only among the most dilligent
and attentive that I ever had the privilege to teach they also reward
my efforts by showing coperation and appreciation - not only
for my teaching but also for stories and jokes.

(Faculty from School of English Studies )

The Journal of
a Foreigner in ZISU

By Lina

Looking back I see how fast the time flies and how full of
new impression is the 2015 year.

In spring 2015 we welcomes students from Russia, Mexico,
Italy and Spain. Although they are coming from different coun—
tries, cultures studies at ZISU linked them.

Times passes by and summer turns out to come faster than
expected. It is time to say goodbye to our students and some of
the teachers. On their faces I can see a mix of sad and happy feel—
ings - sad because they have to leave and say a farewell to their
Chinese and foreign friends, but happy because they are return—
ing home and very soon will see their families.

In Moldova we have a saying that “in autumn we count the
ducks” meaning that in autumn a farmer is counting the result of
his work during the whole spring and summer, because in au—
tumn is the harvest time. For our office it is the same, in autumn
we see the result for the work in the previous semester. This au—
tumn the harvest was big. It was bigger that other years and it
inspired us. Students from all over the world came to study here.
Some of them were coming for degree studies, some for Chinese
language and culture studies, some for short term visits but all
of them were curious to experience the life in ZISU and to find
out more about this mysterious country with thousands years of
history and culture.

And here am I facing the New Year of 2016. I am sure it will
come with new opportunities to develop personally and profes—
sionally and as previous year it will be full with joyful moments
shared with the close people, here in ZISU.

(Staff from College of International Education)
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